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Briviba ir ideja, par ko cilveki visos laikos gatavi maksat visaugstako cenu. Igau-
nija, Latvija un Lietuva brivibas alkas ar jaunu sp&ku izpaudas 20. gs. 80. gadu
nogal€. BaltieSus vienoja kopigs meérkis — raisities vala no padomju totalitaras
imperijas valgiem, kuri sasaistTja pusgadsimtu ilga apspiestiba un kuru sakotne
vestures laika skala skaidri ieziméta ar Molotova—Ribentropa paktu. 1939. gada
23. augusta Maskava parakstito PSRS un Vacijas neuzbrukSanas ligumu papil-
dinaja abu nakamo agresoru slepenais papildu protokols, kas faktiski nozimgja
vienosanos par seSu neatkarigu Eiropas kaiminvalstu sadalisanu ietekmes zonas
un okupaciju.

Molotova—Ribentropa pakts sagatavoja un ievadija 2. pasaules karu. PSRS, bi-
dama nacistiskas Vacijas akftiva sabiedrota un balstoties uz pakta [mumiem,
1940. gada vasara okupgja Baltijas valstis. Ar varu pilniba tika mainita sa-
biedriska un ekonomiska iekarta, pakartojot to PSRS interesém un paklaujot
komunistiskas ideologijas un rezima diktatarai. Baltijas valstis tika inkorporétas §is
lielvalsts sastava un parcieta pilsonu deportacijas un iznicinasanas akcijas, nacio-
nalizaciju un kolektivizaciju, politisko teroru, dzivi aiz "dzelzs priekskara"
izolacija no pasaules attistibas.

50 gadu péc noziedziga Molotova—Ribentropa pakta parakstisanas, 1989. gada
23. augusta plkst. 19.00, aptuveni divi miljoni baltieSu sadevas rokas 600 km
gard k&de, kas uz 15 minitém savienoja Tallinu, Rigu un Vilgu. ST unikala
akcija pieversa visas pasaules uzmanibu vésturiskajai netaisnibai un aplieci-
naja, ka brivibas un neatkaribas ideja So tautu pratos un sirdis ir dziva. Nevardar-
bigas cinas leksikona Atmodas, Tautas frontes, Dziesmotas revoliicijas ietverto
vestijumu nu papildinaja vél viens tautu gribas un sapnu apliecinajums —
Baltijas cels. Tas bija ka neformals referendums, kas okupacijas varai skaidri
nodemonstr&ja Baltijas tautu vienotibu v€lme atghit brivibu un atjaunot reiz
atnemto neatkaribu. Baltijas cel§ pieradija nevardarbigas cinas taktikas efekti-
vitati un vienotibas speku.

1991. gada Baltijas tautas atguva valstisko neatkaribu. Okupacijas karaspeka
izveSana, Baltijas valstu uznemsana ANO, pievienosanas Eiropas Savienibai,
uznemsana NATO un daudzas starptautiskas organizacijas bija likumsakarigas
talaka cela robezzimes. 2009. gada 30. julija UNESCO ieklava Baltijas cela
dokumentaras liecibas "Pasaules atminas" starptautiskaja registra. Vienotibas
zvaigznu stundas 25. gadskartai veltita Latvijas eiro kolekcijas mongta.

Nominalvertiba — 5 eiro, svars — 22.00 g, diametrs — 35.00 mm,
metals — 925° sudrabs, kvalitate — proof, 7 krasu uzdruka aversa,
mongtas josta — ar uzrakstu.

Mongtas dizainu izstradajis Visvaldis Asaris,
tas gipsa modeli veidojusi Ligita Franckevica.
Monéta kalta Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (Niderlande).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 22.00 g; diameter: 35.00 mm;
metal: silver of .925 fineness; quality: proof;
colour print (7 colours) on the obverse; edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed by Visvaldis Asaris,
modelled by Ligita Franckevica
and struck by Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (the Netherlands).

The idea of freedom is one for which people have always been willing to pay
the highest price. In Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania the yearning for freedom
found a powerful expression at the end of the 1980s. The Baltic peoples were
united by a common goal: to shake off the shackles of the Soviet totalitarian
empire, which had meant subjugation of half a century and which had origi-
nated in the Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact. This mutual non-aggression pact signed
on 23 August 1939 by the USSR and Germany was supplemented by a secret
protocol, which in fact meant the division of six independent European states
into spheres of influence and occupation.

The Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact prepared and initiated World War II. The USSR,
an active ally of Nazi Germany, occupied the Baltic States in the summer of
1940 in direct consequence of the pact. The social and economic orders were
forcibly changed in accordance with the interests of the USSR and subject to
the dictatorship of communist ideology and regime. The Baltic States were
incorporated into this superpower, experiencing deportations and killing of their
citizens, nationalisation and collectivisation, political terror, life behind the
"iron curtain” in isolation from the world.

Fifty years after the criminal Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact was signed, on 23
August 1989 at 7 p.m., about two million residents of the Baltic countries joined
hands forming a 600-kilometre-long human chain that joined Tallinn, Riga and
Vilnius for 15 minutes. This unique action drew the attention of the entire
world, waking it up to the historical injustice and asserting that the idea of
freedom and independence is very much alive in the minds and hearts of the
three Baltic nations. In the glossary of non-violent struggle, the message of
Reawakening, Popular Front and Singing Revolution was supplemented by
another striking entry: the Baltic Way. It was like an informal referendum that
showed to the occupation power the unity of the Baltic nations in their desire to
regain their freedom and renew their independence. The Baltic Way demon-
strated the effectiveness of non-violent struggle and the power of unity.

In 1991, the Baltic nations regained their statehood and political independence.
The withdrawal of occupation troops, admittance of the Baltic countries to the
United Nations and later to the European Union, NATO and many international
organisations were natural milestones in their subsequent journey. On 30 July
2009, UNESCO included the documentary testimonies of the Baltic Way in the
international register of "World Memory". This Latvian euro coin is dedicated
to the 25th anniversary of the striking event demonstrating unity among the
three Baltic nations.





